
Minutes of Parent Council Meeting 1st Feb 2016 
 
Present – Anthea Grierson, Ingrid Donaldson, Sandra Morrison, Hazel Bernard, Hilda 
Rankin, Kirsty Cumming, Mhari Hargreaves, Neil Rudram, Clair Ward 
 
Apologies – Susan Perriss, Ian Simpson, Richard Howl, Alexa Pope, Phil Riches 
 
 
Safe Routes to School- Walk Once a Week( WOW) Campaign Monday 25th Jan- 
Friday 12th February 
AG update: The breakfast launch went really well - big thank you to the parents who 
organised it all. A lot of positive feedback from parents about it being a great 
community event and can we repeat it. For 3 weeks staff and pupils are recording 
how they come to school. Big emphasis on “ park and stride”. Community police 
officer Rod Stewart has offered some suggestions about ways to improve the local 
area for children. These will be discussed at our next SRTS meeting on Wednesday 
10th February at 9.00.  
 
Our road safety officer Lorna Henderson has taken copies of the receipts and plans 
to reimburse us for the breakfast. We had a thought to have another breakfast near 
Easter time and we would collect 20 points to get a free breakfast or something? To 
discuss 
 
Discussion at PC Meeting: SM to forward on police report to PC members.  Rod 
Stewart has highlighted minimal concern re Baberton Mains school entrance, but is 
concerned that there are a number of issues at the Juniper Green (Baberton Avenue) 
entrance to the school based on observations he made.  Lollipop lady on Lanark 
Road has also reported instances of drivers going through the red light at crossing. 
 
Next steps – 10th Feb meeting –agree action points after this SRTS meeting.  SM to 
email Cliff Beevers for name of person from Council Roads department who has 
historically been involved in ongoing discussions re this issue. 
 
 
School Playground 
AG update:  We have the £10000 from the national lottery and we are just waiting 
Mite and Axiom’s final decision about the installation and maintenance of our new 
playground equipment. We hope this will only mean a yearly fee of £1000 
maintenance which we hope that the Parent Council will share with us but first we 
must wait for the quote. 
 
We have showed Mite the plans drawn up of the beach huts. They are saying that 
we would not be able to get families to make these up as they would need to know 
that they have been built to a certain standard and the two on the side by the P7 
classes would probably need to be nailed to the ground.  Mite have said that groups 
of parents could paint the huts if they wished. 
 



The next step is to secure the new playground equipment going into the playground 
during the Easter Holiday followed by the beach huts. Would it be possible for the 
Parent Council to purchase one of the huts so that Mite could have a look at it and 
then we can get a quote to get these made up.  Mite have said as long as they are 
made up by a professional that would be fine. 
 
The next step after this would be to start to collect loose parts for children’s 
imaginative play.  We have tyres but hope to collect milk crates, pieces of wood, big 
cotton reel type cardboard wheels etc. 
 
Discussion at PC Meeting:  Meeting with Mitie last Monday – they confirmed it will 
not be installed Feb half term but ‘looking likely for Easter.’ 
Wishing well planter not meant to be outside P2 classroom (risk of fire hazard) – to 
be moved. 
 
Helen to put through a request form for beach huts – construction of huts can’t be 
done by parents – has to be joiner who is paid (who could be a parent). 
Exposed huts need to be securely attached to the ground. 
Discussion re how much to pay for each hut – any local organisations willing to 
sponsor? 
Basic 6 x 4 – target fund raising for summer fair for huts. 
 
Agreement by AG to communicate to pupils at assembly once we know date of 
equipment installation is guaranteed. 
AG to email Alex if nothing has happened to get date confirmed for Easter. 
 
 
Summer Fair  
Provisional date originally penciled in as 28th May 2015 but discussion re whether 
early June date would suit all better.  AG & ID to review for school calendar & SM to 
discuss with Fair Committee Organisers (Phil Riches & Marna Brown). 
 
 
School Uniform 
AG update: We plan to offer both fairtrade and our current supplier for uniform next 
term. P7’s will continue with red sweatshirt but we will introduce green as an 
alternative to the black sweatshirt after consultation with the children. We plan to 
also have a sports hoodie for sale. 
 
Graeme Anderson is keen to have a set of hoodies and track suit bottoms to use 
when children go out to represent the school and wondered if the Parent Council 
would be interested in paying of this? 
 
Discussion at PC Meeting:  Gilmour Sports & new fairtrade company Kool Schools 
can do Red, Green & Black sweatshirts. 
Hoodie for Sports not for school uniform – GA has costed 35 hoodies & joggers for 
events – agreement that PC will sponsor for school sporting events. 



2 order forms will go out to Parents in May – from two companies – parents make 
own choice – polo shirts same price with each company. 
 
AG shared that 47 children are classed in poverty or extreme poverty – agreement 
that we should use some of profit from school uniform to buy uniform for those 
children – administered by School Management team so would be entirely 
confidential. 
 
Discussion re possibility of school uniform for nursery, however concluded that not 
appropriate to pursue further for various reasons (not all children in catchment, cost 
burden, messy activities).  
 
 
After School Club 
HR update – meeting next Monday 11am – re expansion progressing. 
Now know who Care Inspectorate Officer is – Jackie Brimm 
Confirmed will donate £1000 for a Beach Hut.  
HR to look for shed company name – used herself. 
 
 
Cluster Meeting at Currie Primary School 
SM & AG attended recent meeting at Currie Primary. 
Discussion took place re new housing developments in the area – attendees were all 
cluster schools, couple of reps from Council – Asset Planning dept, Crawford McGee 
How will schools accommodate all new housing?  Sense that Juniper Green will be 
less affected. 
 
Bill Henderson had previously discussed a catchment review for Juniper Green, 
Currie & Balerno.  During meeting, Crawford McGhee commented no rationale to 
carry out review at present. 
 
 
Class Organisation next session 
AG update: Next session we currently have 68 children registered for school and 65 
going into P2. 
 
The plan is to form a composite class and have 5 infant classes. This is only a 
provisional plan and may change over the next few months. 
 
Discussion at PC Meeting: Juniper Green Primary identified as a problem for 
numbers next session.  AG asked the Council for a class with 30 and a class with 35 – 
with 3 teachers spread across the two classes. 
AG also updated unlikely to take any Probationary teachers next session. 
 
Due to current appeals procedure, we have two General Purpose rooms – Music 
room & ICT suite.  One of these rooms will be given up for a classroom if an appeal is 
granted. 



Meeting with Mitie has taken place to discuss logistical considerations & cost of 
creating a composite class in ICT suite – they need to quote for cost of changing the 
ICT suite to classroom. 
Any composite class would consist of the oldest pupils in P1 & youngest in P2. 
Agreement to send out invitation to all moving into P1 and those into P2. 
 
Meeting after Easter – should know then if composite class is required.  Agreement 
to communicate at that point to invite in parents of pupils who will be in the new 
composite class. 
 
 
Nursery Class 
AG update: Our nursery class received excellent grades in all categories from their 
recent unannounced inspection. We were delighted that we have retained the very 
high standards from the previous inspection. 
 
Nursery Class – unannounced inspection, graded excellent in all areas – most schools 
have dropped. 
 
 
World of Work Day (WOW) 
AG update: This was on Wednesday 20th January and was a huge success! We were 
in the Evening News and Bright Futures magazine. Children are still talking about this 
event and we plan to have one for N-P3 children in the summer term. 
 
 
Growth Mindset 
AG update: We have been working hard on having a growth mindset. Children will 
hopefully be singing some of the songs from assembly which feature on Sesame 
Street- “I can’t do it …..YET!!!” is our mantra. We had a very successful whole cluster 
day at the start of term with all the staff from the 6 cluster schools. 
 
We are following it up with a parents, workshop on Thursday 21st April at CCHS and 
also a P7 cluster transition event being held at Juniper Green on Thursday 17th 
March. 
 
 
Improving Maths 
AG update: We have noticed how much effort the children are putting into working 
on Sumdog at nights and weekends and this is having a marked effect on their 
mental maths in class. The new Tee Jay maths books bought by C&B News as well as 
the Parent Council have also been hugely helpful. We have our QIO visiting all classes 
this Wednesday 3rd February to look at learning and teaching in maths so it will be 
useful to have her feedback too. 
 
 
 



Literacy 
AG update: We have made considerable progress with the reorganisation of the 
literacy cupboard and the two PSA’s who have been working in their have done a 
wonderful job. We now have all ORT books catalogues plus all the new Treetops 
books purchased by the Parent Council. The plan is to now catalogue and colour 
code the nove.ls. Many of them have seen better days and we really need to replace 
and also purchase more up to date novels for our pupils. 
 
The library is also badly in need of a makeover. We have not yet had Cleo Jones, the 
manager for City of Edinburgh libraries out at the school but the shelves and 
furniture are really not appropriate for a modern library and I am afraid this is going 
to cost  quite a bit to make this a beautiful place. We have started to move in a 
listening centre and plan to add some ipads but a lot of the books are torn and out of 
date and really need to be recycled. 
 
Discussion at PC Meeting: suggestion & agreement that we could ask parents to 
donate books.  AG & ID to identify which books/authors most in need of & then 
communicate to pupils & parents to encourage donations of relevant material. 
 
 
Finances – Neil Rudram 
Bank has requested a copy of the JGPC Constitution. 
Need to change registered address to be the school –  this needs 2 signatories to 
take effect. 
 
Balance mid Dec just under £18k – this figure includes Xmas School Fair profit. 
From this figure £7.5k has been allocated to the new playground equipment and  
£200 for Sum Dog license. 
 
January Accounts with Dave Geary (former JGPC Chairman) – from Feb 2016 
onwards, accounts should come directly to the school. 
 
 
 
Date for next meeting – Monday 7th March 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


