
      Juniper Green School Nursery 

Our first Forest Schools 

group thoroughly 
enjoyed exploring, 

creating and 
investigating in the 
outdoors. They have 

enjoyed eating their 
snack in the ‘secret 

willow den’ together. The 
next group of children 

will start in a few weeks. 

Thank you to everyone who supported our Healthy Snack Enterprise. 

We raised £148 for our nursery funds making and selling flapjack 
for the school. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed helping 
to bake, cut, package, count 
and distribute the flapjacks 

to all of the different 
classes in the school. Well 

done and thank you to Mrs 
Mouat and Mrs Flockhart for 
their great baking on such a 

large scale!  

The morning class had lots of 
fun meeting their new Primary 
4 buddies. The P4 children read 

and shared our new stories with 
their nursery buddy that were 

kindly bought for the nursery 
by the Parent Council. We are 
planning a ‘play and share’ 

session this term for the 
children to meet up and play 

and create together. We are consulting the children on what they 
would like to do and make with their buddies. 

Learning Journals 

If you are still unable to access your child’s learning journal or you 
would like a member of staff to show you how to navigate the 
programme then please let us know. We would be happy to help. 

           Term 2 October Nursery News 

A warm welcome back to everyone 
after the October holiday. It has 

been lovely to hear all the children’s 
news about where they have been 

and what they have been doing  
during the October break. 

Last term highlights 

We were very busy in the nursery 
last term.  

 



Parent Involvement Survey 

Many thanks to all the parents and carers that returned their      
parental involvement survey. We really appreciate your feedback. 

We have read and collated the results and these can be found on the 
parent noticeboard in the nursery entrance area. 

The results clearly show that 
most parents value and enjoy 

coming into nursery during open 
days and for their child’s birth-
day. The first week of open 

days will be the week beginning 
16th November. You can sign up 

for a session during that week 
that is most suitable for you to 
come in and play with your child. 

We are delighted to continue to invite you to come in and bake with 

your child on their birthday if you so wish. However, following your 
feedback in the survey we have decided to broaden the range of 
foods that you might like to bake on this occasion. Staff and parents 

are working together to create a nursery recipe book of a few reci-
pes that you and your child can 

choose from. This will broaden the 
range of foods the children are 
having the opportunity to bake and 

taste. The children will also eat 
this for their snack rather than 

taking a piece home which will re-
duce our waste consumption, time 

and congestion in the cloak room 
and make it fairer for younger siblings who can be upset when they 
are not able to have a piece of cake. 

If your child celebrates their birthday in the holidays then you 

could organise another day to 
come in and bake with your 
child as it is not always going 

to be a birthday cake that we 
are baking. 

We will continue to bake our 
birthday cake for the children 

who have their birthdays in 
November and December until 

we have our new recipes tried, 
tested and printed. Any questions regarding this please do not hesi-
tate to ask a member of staff or email Mrs Acheson.  

Responsive Planning Tree 

We are using a new approach for recording and displaying our re-
sponsive planning. These are the activities, events, opportunities, 

and materials we plan with the children as a result of their interests 
and observations staff have made. We have created a ‘Planning tree’ 

in the nursery entrance beside the children’s trays to display these. 
Staff will record observations and details of children’s interests on 
the ‘leaves’ of the tree. We would like to invite you to use the 

‘berries’ of the tree to write down any interests or ideas your child 
might have that we could extend and pursue in the nursery.   



P1 Enrolment 

P1 enrolment is the week beginning 
9th-13th November. If your child 

was born between 01.03.2011 and 
29.02.2012 and is eligible to start 
school in August 2016 you need to 

enrol them with their catchment 
school. If Juniper Green is your 

catchment school then there are 
clipboards in the nursery entrance 
for you to make an appointment to meet with Mrs Donaldson and 

enrol. If your child’s birthday is in January or February you are en-
titled to receive a continued funded place in nursery and defer en-

try to P1. You should still follow the procedure to enrol for school 

at this stage. 

If you are making an out of catchment application you must enrol in 
your catchment school and then apply online for a placement re-

quest. If you are out of catchment there is no need to make an ap-
pointment with Mrs Donaldson at this stage.  

Christmas Fair 

If anyone has any ideas for the nursery stall at the Christmas Fair 
then please let us know. We can  organise to purchase materials you 
might need. Perhaps you would like to come in and make some with 

the children or the parents room is available if there are a few 
parents that would like to arrange to meet up and make crafts to-

gether.  

Parent Helpers 

Many thanks to so many of you that have offered to come in and 

help in nursery. We are very grateful. Dates for the forthcoming 
term will be emailed and sign up sheets available in the nursery en-
trance for next week. 

Staff Continuous Development 

Our nursery staff are committed 
to providing the best possible Ear-

ly Years experience for your child 
at Juniper Green Primary School 
Nursery. To help us develop our 

practice further staff attended 
CPD courses on outdoor learning, 

Curriculum for Excellence and at-
tended Edinburgh’s Success in the City event. This term staff plan 

to visit other Early Years settings, participate in the Nursery 
Teacher network and moderate Literacy and Numeracy Early Level 
experiences with colleagues across Edinburgh. 

On Tuesday 20th October during the inservice day, staff spent 

time engaging with the new nursery practice document ‘Building the 
Ambition.’ Staff self evaluated the experiences, adult/child inter-
actions and the nursery environment that we provide in our setting 

and identified resources and activities to enhance and develop en-
quiry based learning. If you would like more information about this 

document then please ask a member of staff or visit 
www.educationscotland.gov.uk/learningandteaching/
earlylearningandchildcare/ buildingtheambition  



Dates for your diary! 

P1 Enrolment W.B. : 9.11.15-13.11.15 

Open Days W.B. : 16.11.15-20.11.15 (sign up for a session) 

Parents Consultations (Pre school children only)   

Tues 10.11.15 6-9pm and Thurs 12.11.15 4-7pm  

(sign up for an appointment time in the nursery entrance) 

Christmas Fair Sat 5.12.15 11am-3pm 

Christmas Tree Festival trip —St Andrews Church Mon 14.12.15 

Nursery Nativity ‘Shine Star Shine!’ AM and PM performances 
Wed 16.12.15 

‘Mac a Story’ Christmas Storytelling Show—AM class Fri 18.12.15 

‘It’s in the Bag’ Christmas Special— PM class Fri 18.12.15 

Nursery AM and PM Christmas Parties Mon 21.12.15 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

The Nursery team 


